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large amount of coffee that he is in consequence obliged to have
made for them.

Behind this store sits, at least in wealthy houses, a black
slave, whose name is generally a diminutive, in token of fami-
liarity or affection j in the present case it was Soweylim, the
diminutive of Salim. His occupation is to make and pour
out the coffee \ where there is no slave in the family, the
master of the premises himself, or perhaps one of his sons,
performs that hospitable duty; rather a tedious one, as we
shall soon see.

We enter. On passing the threshold it is proper to say,
" Bismiilah," i.c, " in the name of God;" not to do so would be
looked on as a bad augury alike for him who enters and for
those within. The visitor next advances in silence, till on
coming about half-way across the room, he gives to all present,
but looking specially at the master of the house, the customary
"Es-salamu'aleykum," or"Peace be with you,"literally, "onyou."
All this while every one else in the room has kept his place,
motionless, and without saying a word. But on receiving the
salaam of etiquette, the master of the house rises, and if a strict
Wahhabee, or at any rate desirous of seeming such, replies
with the full-length traditionary formula, "W 'aleykumu-s-
salamu, w'rahmat' Ullahi w'barak&uh," which is, as every one
knows, " And with (or, on) you be peace, and the mercy of
God, and his blessings." But should he happen to be of anti-
Wahhabee tendencies, the odds are that he will say "Marhaba,"
or "Ahlan w1 sahlan," z.<?., "welcome," or "worthy, and plea-
surable," or the like; for of such phrases there is an infinite,
but elegant variety. All present follow the example thus given,
by rising and saluting. The guest then goes up to the master
of the house, who has also made a step or two forwards, and
places his open hand in the palm of his hosfs, but without
grasping or shaking, which would hardly pass for decorous, and
at the same time each repeats once more his greeting, followed
by the set phrases of polite enquiry, " How are you 3" " How
goes the world with you?" and so forth, all in a tone of great
interest, and to be gone over three or four times, till one or
other has the discretion to say " El hamdu Pillah," " Praise be
to God," or, in equivalent value, " all right," and this is a signal
for a seasonable diversion to the ceremonious interrogatory.